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Of the larger areas of land still available for settlement, the clay belt of northern 
Ontario and Quebec, which is suited to the growing of splendid crops, is to a large 
extent undeveloped, and even larger areas in northern Saskatchewan and Alberta 
await cultivation. 

Forests.—The forests of Canada rank second only to agriculture in their 
contribution to the national income. It is estimated that forest products make 
up about 20 p.c. of all the freight hauled on Canadian railways, and the heavy excess 
of exports over imports which the wood and paper group provides, amounting to 
$184,472,445 for the fiscal year ended March, 1931, constitutes an influential factor 
in Canada's balance of international trade. 

Canada's forest area may be roughly divided into three main parts: (1) the 
great coniferous forest of the Pacific slope, (2) the northern forest, principally 


